Take-Home Church
For the Summer

You can use the service as a daily practice with your family or
if you are traveling and will miss Sunday worship, either in
person or digitally, it can be used as your family Sunday
worship.

The service comes from the Book of Common Prayer. The
Bible readings are from the Common English Bible.

Service
Say the following together or have one person read it for you.

Open my lips, O Lord, and my mouth shall proclaim your
praise.

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit
within me.

Cast me not away from your presence and take not your Holy
Spirit from me.

Give me the joy of your saving help again and sustain me with
your bountiful Spirit.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Read the Scripture for the week and talk about one or more of
the questions for the week.



Be silent for a moment and then either out loud or silently
remember the names of the people and things that you are
worried about, that you hope for and that you are grateful for.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory

for ever and ever. Amen.

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought
us in safety to this new day: Preserve us with your mighty
power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be overcome by
adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of your
purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Weekly Readings

Week of June 2
Mark 2:23-27

23 Jesus went through the wheat fields on the Sabbath. As the
disciples made their way, they were picking the heads of
wheat. 2 The Pharisees said to Jesus, “Look! Why are they
breaking the Sabbath law?”

25 He said to them, “Haven’t you ever read what David did
when he was in need, when he and those with him were
hungry? 2° During the time when Abiathar was high priest,
David went into God’s house and ate the bread of the
presence, which only the priests were allowed to eat. He also
gave bread to those who were with him.” 2’ Then he said, “The
Sabbath was created for humans; humans weren’t created for
the Sabbath. 28 This is why the Human One is Lord even over
the Sabbath.”



=

What are the things that Jesus commanded us?

2. What does it mean that the Sabbath was created for
humans and not humans for the Sabbath?

3. How do we find the spirit of what God tells us to do?

Week of June 9
Mark 3:31-35

31 His mother and brothers arrived. They stood outside and
sent word to him, calling for him. 32 A crowd was seated
around him, and those sent to him said, “Look, your mother,
brothers, and sisters are outside looking for you.”

3 He replied, “Who is my mother? Who are my

brothers?” 3 Looking around at those seated around him in a
circle, he said, “Look, here are my mother and my

brothers. % Whoever does God’s will is my brother, sister, and
mother.”

1. InJesus’ time, and today, family was very important.
What is Jesus asking who his mother is, meant to tell those
listening to him?

2. What does it mean to us that whoever does God’s will is
part of Jesus’ family?

Week of June 16
Mark 4:26-34

26 Then Jesus said, “This is what God’s kingdom is like. It’s as
though someone scatters seed on the ground, 2’ then sleeps and
wakes night and day. The seed sprouts and grows, but the
farmer doesn’t know how. 2 The earth produces crops all by
itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full head of

grain. 2 Whenever the crop is ready, the farmer goes out to cut
the grain because it’s harvesttime.”



30 He continued, “What’s a good image for God’s kingdom?
What parable can | use to explain it? 3* Consider a mustard
seed. When scattered on the ground, it’s the smallest of all the
seeds on the earth; 32 but when it’s planted, it grows and
becomes the largest of all vegetable plants. It produces such
large branches that the birds in the sky are able to nest in its
shade.”

33 With many such parables he continued to give them the
word, as much as they were able to hear. ** He spoke to them
only in parables, then explained everything to his disciples
when he was alone with them.

1. What do these two parables about the kingdom of God say
to you?

2. The first parable seems to say that we don’t really know
how God’s kingdom comes. What do you think?

3. The parable of the mustard seed seems to say that small
things can bring big changes. What small things can you
do that might bring big things into being?

Week of June 23
Mark 4:35-41

35 Later that day, when evening came, Jesus said to

them, “Let’s cross over to the other side of the lake.” *® They
left the crowd and took him in the boat just as he was. Other
boats followed along.

37 Gale-force winds arose, and waves crashed against the boat
so that the boat was swamped. 3 But Jesus was in the rear of
the boat, sleeping on a pillow. They woke him up and said,
“Teacher, don’t you care that we’re drowning?”

39 He got up and gave orders to the wind, and he said to the
lake, “Silence! Be still'” The wind settled down and there was
a great calm. “° Jesus asked them, “Why are you frightened?
Don’t you have faith yet?”



41 Overcome with awe, they said to each other, “Who then is
this? Even the wind and the sea obey him!”

1. What do you think this story is meant to tell us about
Jesus?

2. God tells humans a lot to not be afraid or asks why we are
afraid? What do you think that tells us about God?

Week of June 30
Mark 5:21-43

21 Jesus crossed the lake again, and on the other side a large
crowd gathered around him on the shore. 22 Jairus, one of the
synagogue leaders, came forward. When he saw Jesus, he fell
at his feet 2 and pleaded with him, “My daughter is about to
die. Please, come and place your hands on her so that she can
be healed and live.” 2 So Jesus went with him.

A swarm of people were following Jesus, crowding in on

him. 2 A woman was there who had been bleeding for twelve
years. 2® She had suffered a lot under the care of many doctors,
and had spent everything she had without getting any better. In
fact, she had gotten worse. 2’ Because she had heard about
Jesus, she came up behind him in the crowd and touched his
clothes. 28 She was thinking, If | can just touch his clothes, "1l
be healed. 2° Her bleeding stopped immediately, and she
sensed in her body that her illness had been healed.

30 At that very moment, Jesus recognized that power had gone
out from him. He turned around in the crowd and said, “Who
touched my clothes?”

31 His disciples said to him, “Don’t you see the crowd pressing
against you? Yet you ask, ‘Who touched me?”” *2 But Jesus
looked around carefully to see who had done it.

33 The woman, full of fear and trembling, came forward.
Knowing what had happened to her, she fell down in front of
Jesus and told him the whole truth. ** He



responded, “Daughter, your faith has healed you; go in peace,
healed from your disease.”

3 While Jesus was still speaking with her, messengers came
from the synagogue leader’s house, saying to Jairus, “Your
daughter has died. Why bother the teacher any longer?”

36 But Jesus overheard their report and said to the synagogue
leader, “Don’t be afraid; just keep trusting.” 3" He didn’t allow
anyone to follow him except Peter, James, and John, James’
brother. ® They came to the synagogue leader’s house, and he
saw a commotion, with people crying and wailing

loudly. ** He went in and said to them, “What’s all this
commotion and crying about? The child isn’t dead. She’s only
sleeping.” *° They laughed at him, but he threw them all out.
Then, taking the child’s parents and his disciples with him, he
went to the room where the child was. #! Taking her hand, he
said to her, “Talitha koum,” which means, “Young woman,
get up.” *? Suddenly the young woman got up and began to
walk around. She was 12 years old. They were shocked! ** He
gave them strict orders that no one should know what had
happened. Then he told them to give her something to eat.

1. Both of these healing stories are about women. Do you
think that is significant? What other stories do you
remember about Jesus interacting with women?

What do these two healing stories tell you about Jesus?
3. What do they tell you about the people around Jesus?
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