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The Apostles 

The First Twelve: 
1. Peter
2. Andrew
3. James
4. John
5. Philip
6. Thomas
7. Matthew
8. Bartholomew
9. Simon (aka Peter)
10. Thaddeus
11. Bartholomew
12. Judas

And then more joined… 

Matthias 
Paul 
Mary Magdelene 
Joanna 
Susanna 
Mary, Martha, and their brother Lazarus 
Lydia 
Priscilla 
You and Me 
and everyone who follows Jesus’ life and teaching! 



Page  Saint Mark’s Children’s Formation 

The Apostles’ Creed 

1. I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

2. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, Our Lord.

• He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.

• He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.

• He descended to the dead.

• On the third day he rose again.

• He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

• He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

3. I believe in the Holy Spirit,

• the holy catholic Church,

• the communion of saints,

• the forgiveness of sins,

• the resurrection of the body, and

• the life everlasting.

Amen. 



Jesus Picks his Followers 
Have you ever played the game “follow the leader”? One person is the leader 
and everyone else follows. Whatever the leader does every follower copies 
and does exactly the same. The followers want to be like the leader. 

In the New Testament times a follower was called a disciple. John the Baptist 
was a leader and he had disciples who followed him. 

His disciples wanted to be just like John the Baptist and do and say things just 
like him. Andrew and Simon Peter were brothers and fishermen. They were 
also disciples of John the Baptist. 

But there was one man John the Baptist admired more than anyone. That 
man was Jesus. John the Baptist knew that Jesus was sent by God to save the 
world. 

When Jesus began his ministry he asked people to follow him and become 
his disciples. 

One day when Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee he saw Andrew and 
Simon Peter casting nets to catch fish. Jesus called out to them and said, 
“Follow me and I will make you fishers of people.” 

What do you think Jesus meant by fishers of men? Fishermen usually cast out 
nets and bring fish in. Fishers of men go fishing for men. They teach people 
and then bring them to God. Peter and Andrew wanted to become fishers of 
people. They left their fishing immediately and followed Jesus. 

Going on, they saw two other brothers, James and John, mending nets with 
their father, Zebedee. Jesus called them and said, “Follow me”. 

James and John left their boat and their father and began to follow Jesus. 

Jesus’ group of followers was growing. Now Jesus had four disciples – Peter, 
Andrew, James and John. On His way to Galilee, Jesus found Philip and invited 



him to come along too. Philip was from Bethesda, the same town as Andrew 
and Peter. 

Philip went to find his friend Nathanael. “Nathanael, we’ve found the one that 
Moses wrote about in the Scripture! He is Jesus from Nazareth.” 

When Nathanael met Jesus he was very surprised. He had never met Jesus 
before but Jesus knew all about him. Because of this Nathanael knew that 
Jesus was someone very special sent from God. He started following Jesus 
too. You might know Nathanael by his other name. His other name was 
Bartholomew. 

Jesus called others to follow him. Matthew was a tax collector in the town of 
Capernaum. Some people thought that Matthew could never be like Jesus. 
Tax collectors were often cheaters. But Jesus knew that Matthew could have 
a good heart. When Jesus said, “Matthew, come follow me” Matthew got up 
from the table and began following Jesus. 

Jesus invited others to follow him. Soon James (called “James the Less” 
because he was younger than the other James) and Thomas followed Jesus. 
Another Simon, Thaddeus and Judas Iscariot. 

More and more people became disciples (followers) of Jesus. Even though 
many followed Jesus twelve men were with him almost all of the time. This 
group of twelve men became known as the “twelve apostles”. Jesus gave 
these men special jobs to do and special powers to make sick people well 
and to cast demons away. 

Peter, Andrew, James and John. Philip, Thomas, Matthew and Bartholomew 
(Nathanael). James (the less), Simon, Thaddaeus and Judas. 

The people Jesus picked to be his followers weren’t rich or famous or 
particularly intelligent, or even good all the time. They sometimes made 
mistakes, got in arguments, and dealt with wrong choices. But Jesus picked 
them for a reason and gave them a very important instructions. In the 
coming weeks we will learn about their project and what that means for us. 



Apostles Song 
(to the tune of Jesus Loves Me) 

 
Verse 1 
Jesus called them one by one 
Peter, Andrew, James and John 
Next came Philip, Thomas too 
Matthew and Bartholomew 

Chorus: 
Yes, Jesus called them 
Yes, Jesus called them 
Yes, Jesus called them 
And they all followed him 

Verse 2 
James the one they called the less 
Simon, also Thaddaeus 
The twelfth apostle Judas made 
Jesus was by him betrayed 

Repeat Chorus 
 
Verse 3 
Matthias then took Judas’ place, 
To preach to men of every race, 
Paul three preaching trips did make, 
And went to Rome for Jesus’ sake. 

Composer unknown.   
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x  Peter                     Andrew                  James      John                  Philip                                      
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xxxThomas                 Matthew                    Bartholomew     James the Less        Simon   Thaddeus 

 

 





                                                                                                   
xxJudas                      Matthias                           Paul 
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