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HARRIET TUBMAN 
 

This is the story of Harriet Tubman. We remember 

her during the time of the color purple – during the 

season of Lent.  

 

Harriet was born enslaved. A White man enslaved 

her and her family. He believed he owned them, 

just as he did his horses and land. 

 

Harriet lived with her family in a one-room cabin. 

Her mother and father had eleven children, so there 

was family everywhere.   

 

They were forced to work very hard. They had to 

get up when their enslaver told them to get up; they 

had to eat when they were told to eat; they had to 

do the hard, dirty work no one else wanted to do – 

plowing the fields, planting the crops, and hauling 

the logs.  



 

One time when Harriet was only six years old, her 

enslaver sent her to another plantation to take care 

of another enslaver’s baby. The people there beat 

her and fed her only table scraps. 

 

Harriet’s mother told her many stories from the 

Bible. She especially loved the story of Moses 

leading the People of God into freedom. She 

wanted to do that, too.   

 

One day Harriet escaped. She decided she was free, 

but went back thirteen times to lead others into 

freedom along a trail called “the underground 

railroad.”  She became a new Moses, but this time 

“Moses” was a Black woman full of God and full 

of courage.  

 



Enslaving people is wrong, but some people still 

wanted to do it. This started a war in our country 

called the Civil War. 

 

Harriet figured out how to help in the war. She said, 

“The good Lord has come down to deliver my 

people, and I must go and help Him.” 

 

She became a nurse and took care of the soldiers 

who were hurt. She also used her cleverness to 

show the soldiers where the enemy armies were and 

what they were going to do next. She was a spy.  

 

The war lasted four years. It was terrible, but when 

it was over, it was against the law to enslave 

people. Still, there was and is much more work to 

be done so that Black people are loved by people in 

the same way they are loved by God. 

 



After the war Harriet returned to her family where 

she began to care for the poor and sick. She always 

seemed to find a way to help, so she also fought for 

women’s right to vote.   

 

Harriet was always a helper, but mostly we 

remember her because she was a new Moses, who 

led people out of enslavement into freedom with 

God’s help.   

 

I wonder what parts of Harriet Tubman’s story you 

like the best? 

I wonder what part is most important? 

I wonder what part is like you or where you might 

be in the story? 

I wonder what part of the story we could leave out 

and still have all the story we need?  

 

 



“I said to the Lord, 
I’m going to hold steady on to you, 
and I know you will see me through.” -Harrriet Tubman



North Star

“God's time is always near. He set the North Star in the heavens; 
He gave me the strength in my limbs; He meant I should be free.”

 - Harriet Tubman
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