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Holiday Office Hours 
The parish office will be open regular hours (Monday through Friday, 9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.) through December 22. The 

office will be closed for Christmas on December 25 and 26. During the week of December 27 to 29 office hours will 

be irregular with staff primarily working from home. The office will be closed for New Years Day on January 1.  

Regular office hours will resume January 2. 

A Promise of Peace 
 
 

New choral anthem commissioned for 

Saint Mark’s choir will premier Dec. 3 
 

 

A new choral anthem will make its world premiere De-

cember 3 at Saint Mark’s Festival of Advent Lessons and 

Carols. 

 The anthem, titled “For There Shall Be Peace in His 

Days,” features words from scripture and music by Ca-

nadian-born conductor, organist, pianist Sarah MacDon-

ald.  

 The work was commissioned by Saint Mark’s pa-

rishioner, Bill Mayr, and was coordinated by Saint Mark’s 

Music Director, Matthew Bester, after a conversation 

last spring following a Sunday morning service. Mat-

thew mentioned he would like to commission a piece 

for the Festival of Advent Lessons and Carols, and the 

project developed. 

 Matthew said, “Part of our responsibility as lovers 

of this art is to support the artistic voices of our cur-

rent generation, and the commissioning of new works is 

one important way that we can do that.” 

 Bill commissioned the work in memory of his late 

wife Mary Barbara Mayr, 

who died in June 2021. 

Throughout her life Barba-

ra played piano and gave 

lessons to neighborhood 

children; she also sang in 

church choirs. 

Bill said: “I thought this was 

an excellent opportunity 

to provide some wonder-

ful music for Saint Mark’s 

Choir and also to create a 

memorial to Barbara.”  

 

Advent Is a Time of Reflection 

For most of December we will be in the season of Ad-

vent.  This is a time when the church, in a manner of 

speaking, takes a deep breath.  The season of Advent is a 

season of preparation for the coming of Christ, but not 

just for the celebration of his first coming. The season of 

Advent is first and foremost a season of preparation for 

the second coming of Christ. 

 It is a time when we stop. A time to look inward and 

consider what we need to do to prepare to stand in the 

presence of God. To ask ourselves the question – how can 

I, in my life, prepare the way for the Lord to come?   

 There are several resources inside this issue and on 

the website to live into the season of Advent and prepare 

your heart for Christmas. 
Barbara Mayr (1948 - 2021) 
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Vestry meetings occur every first Tuesday of the month in 

the Canterbury Center. Meetings are open to 

parishioners. Meeting minutes are available online at: 

www.saintmarkscolumbus.org/vestry-meetings. 

 

The Epistle is the monthly newsletter of Saint Mark’s 

Episcopal Church. The rolling deadline for submissions is 

the third Monday of the preceding month. Send photos, 

announcements, or story ideas for inclusion in the Epistle 

to: Commmunications@saintmarkscolumbus.org. 
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From the Vestry 
 

Stewardship Campaign Update 
This year, our stewardship request to the 

congregation reminded us that we 

are Rooted in Abundance, and it inspired us 

to give generously because much has been 

given to us.  

 Thank you to all who have responded to our request.  We are 

pleased to share that there have been many new pledges and even 

more pledging increased support.  

 We are grateful for the strong response and ask that families 

who have not yet responded share giving plans for 2024 so that the 

Vestry can thoughtfully plan our budget for the year ahead. 

 Pledge cards are available on the table at the back of the 

church, and you can also share your pledge online 

at  www.saintmarkscolumbus.org/stewardship/. 

Your stewardship chairs, 

Betsy Gillespie and  Julia Johnson-Davis 

 

Endowment Trustees Meeting - Dec. 4 
Saint Mark’s Endowment Fund investments are held at the Colum-

bus Foundation. The Endowment Fund Trustees meet at least twice 

a year to review those investments. The next meeting is scheduled 

at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, December 4, 2023 in the Canterbury Cen-

ter and via Zoom. For more information, contact Dot Yeager, 

dotyeager@columbus.rr.com. 

 

Consider Vestry Service as a Way of Giving Time 
The vestry is the governing body of the parish and consists of 15 

members who are elected by the congregation.  It is the vestry’s 

responsibility to be the final decision-making body that approves 

the parish budget, makes parish policy decisions, and spends the 

parish’s money on mission, ministry, and maintenance. 

 The vestry consists of a senior warden, a junior warden, and a 

youth warden (high school age), each of whom are elected by the 

parish for a 1-year term. The other 12 members of the vestry are 

elected for 3-year terms, normally with four members elected each 

year.  

 The election takes place at the annual meeting on the second 

Sunday in February. Elections will include four vestry members for 

3-year terms and two delegates to convention (1-year term) plus 

delegate alternates. 

 In the coming weeks, the nominating committee will reach out 

to ask people to consider serving on vestry. Please prayerfully con-

sider service on vestry. 

 Vestry meetings are open to parishioners and are held at 7:30 

p.m. on the First Tuesday of the month in the Canterbury Center. 

 I n fo rmat ion  abo u t  ve s t r y  i s  av a i l a b l e  a t 

www.saintmarkscolumbus.org/vestry.  

 You may also reach out to: 

Pastor Vicki:  rector@saintmarkscolumbus.org 

Cheryl Boop:  seniorwarden@saintmarkscolumbus.org 

Kevin Fix:   juniorwarden@saintmarkscolumbus.org 
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Advent Lessons and Carols: A brief History 

Advent Lessons and Carols traces its history to 1880, 

with Edward White Benson, Bishop of Truro, later Arch-

bishop of Canterbury. He developed a service including 

lessons and carols for Christmas, which was offered as a 

prelude to Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve. Nearly 40 

years later, with the Great War fresh in the memory of 

Cambridge, Eric Milner-White, newly appointed Dean of 

King’s College Chapel, Cambridge, adapted it to what 

many of us still enjoy today on a Christmas Eve broadcast 

heard around the world on BBC Radio 4. 

In 1934, Dean Milner-White drew on his Lessons and 

Carols for Christmas and created “A Procession with 

Carols on Advent Sunday” for use at King’s College. In his 

preface to this new service, Milner-White wrote:  

“In the old English liturgies, the Advent Offices made a 

preparation for the coming of our Lord to this earth far 

more vivid and eager than those of our present Prayer 

Book. So an Advent Carol Service, if without precedent, is 

not without suitability, if it helps to express ‘the desires of 

all nations and ages.’”  

The purpose of the service is “not to celebrate Christ-

mas, but to expect it.”                                  - Ted Meyers 

Saint Mark’s Festival of Advent Lessons and 

Carols - Dec. 3 
 

Please join us at 4 p.m. on Sunday, December 3 for our 

annual Festival of Advent Lessons and Carols. A beloved 

parish favorite, the service includes music by both the 

Saint Mark’s Choir and the Canterbury Choir. Music will 

include choral works by Thomas Foster, Ola Gjeilo, Simon 

Lindley, Sarah MacDonald, Leo Nester, Boris Ord, Craig 

Phillips, and Charles Wood. 

 The service will feature the world premiere of an 

anthem by Canadian composer Sarah MacDonald, com-

missioned for the Saint Mark’s Choir in memory of Bar-

bara Mayr. (See front page.) 

 Admission is free. Donations will be gratefully re-

ceived in support of the Special Music Fund at Saint 

Mark’s. An elegant reception will follow.  
 

 Please join us, and be sure to invite some friends! 

Canterbury Choir Caroling Tradition - Dec. 16 

The Canterbury Choir will sing Christmas carols as part 

of Tremont Center’s Christmas By the Clock celebration 

from 6 to 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, December 16 at Tremont 

Center in Upper Arlington (across from the church). 
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About the Composer 
 
 

Sarah MacDonald is a Canadian-born con-
ductor, organist, pianist, and composer, liv-

ing in the UK, and she holds the positions 
of Fellow and Director of Music at Selwyn 

College, Cambridge, and Director of Ely 
Cathedral’s Girl Choristers.  

 Sarah is a winner of the Royal College 
of Organists’ (RCO) coveted Limpus Prize, 

and she has taught organ and conducting 
for the Rodolfus Foundation, Oundle for 
Organists, and the Jennifer Bate Organ 

Academy. She has directed the annual Girl 
Chorister Course at St Thomas Church 

Fifth Avenue, in New York City, and a num-
ber of RSCM in America residential cours-

es. She has had over 50 choral and organ 
compositions published in the UK, Canada, 

and the States. Her liturgical music is per-
formed regularly throughout the world, and 

recent commissions include pieces for 
RSCM and Oxford University Press anthol-

ogies, as well as a major work for the Six-
teen. Sarah also writes a popular monthly 

column for the American Guild of Organ-
ists’ magazine The American Organist, 

called ‘UK Report’.  A compiled volume of 
12 years worth of her essays was published 
in November 2022.  

 She was recently appointed University 
Organist at Cambridge, and is the first 

woman to hold that prestigious ceremonial 
role, which dates back to 1670.  

 

Anthem, Continued from front page 

Matthew said: “Over the years, Saint Mark’s has commissioned a hand-

ful of new choral works for various occasions, including important 

events of the parish as well as personal milestones. For this commis-

sion, I wanted to prioritize a female compositional voice, and one of 

my very first thoughts was the composer and organist Sarah MacDon-

ald, a Canadian composer who lives and works in England. I first met 

her when she was the guest music director for the Treblefest event 

that the Canterbury Choir attended in 2019, at which the choir sang 

one of her anthems. 

 “I was delighted to be commissioned to write this piece,” said 

Sarah who selected passages from the books of Deuteronomy, Isaiah, 

Matthew, and Luke for the anthem.  

 Sarah said: “The words were chosen from the Old Testament 

prophets, passages of which are commonly read at Advent Proces-

sions. I have found that there are fewer options for choral anthems 

for that part of an Advent carol service than there are, for example, 

for the Annunciation readings.”  

 The title line, “there shall be peace and truth in his days,” is re-

peated many times throughout the anthem, emphasizing a predomi-

nant and overarching theme of hope, particularly in time of darkness 

and turmoil. 

 Sarah said: “The repetition of the title throughout – that was very 

conscious in the current climate.” 

 Additionally, the repetitions of the title include a melodic allusion 

to the Great Advent O Antiphons, and the 'Fear not' statement at the 

end is the refrain from 'O come, O come Emmanuel.  Sarah said, “I 

wanted to make it feel like an Advent piece musically, as well as textu-

ally.” 

 “Most importantly, I really hope that the choir enjoys singing it, 

and I'm looking forward to hearing the livestream of the premiere!” 

Sarah said. 

 Matthew said: “It’s a beautiful work that we are excited to intro-

duce at our Festival of Advent Lessons and Carols on December 3. I 

would love to see Saint Mark’s be able to commission a new work for 

Advent Lessons and Carols on an annual basis, either through dona-

tions received for the Special Music Fund or through targeted dona-

tions such as this one. My hope is that conversations about next year’s 

commission will begin shortly after the new year.” 

 

The audience for this anthem will spread well beyond the Columbus 

area as the composition is slated to be published next year by Encore 

Publications, a British publisher of choral music.  
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CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

Be a Part of the Pageant! 
The Children’s Christmas Pageant will take place at 5 p.m. on Christmas Eve. Children of all ages are encouraged to 

participate! One of the things that makes Saint Mark's Christmas Pageant so special is that it is a very simple script with 

only a few reading parts - and no lines to memorize. Children can have fun dressing up and acting out the nativity with-

out feeling pressure to perform.  There are no auditions and there are roles for all ages and everyone who would like 

to participate, including those who may be in from out of town or visiting Saint Mark’s for the first time. 

 Older children who feel comfortable reading in front of an audience will be given the opportunity to read narrative 

parts.  Music is sung by the Canterbury Choir. 
 

 Volunteers are needed before, during, and after the pageant. You do not need to have a child in the pageant to 

lend a hand! There is a good old fashioned paper signup located on the glass block wall in the parish hall. There is also 

an online signup and more information, including a copy of the pageant script and link to last years’ pageant at 

www.saintmarkscolumbus.org/christmas-pageant. 

Pageant Schedule 
Friday, November 24 

Signups begin: www.saintmarkscolumbus.org/christmas-pageant 
 

Sunday, December 10 

Costume Prep Party in Children’s Formation area immediately following the 10:30 service.  

All are welcome to help iron and hang costumes on the clothing racks. 
 

Sunday, December 17  

Full rehearsal with Canterbury Choir immediately following the 10:30 service. 

 

Sunday, December 24 - Christmas Eve 

Rehearsal 3:45 p.m.  

Pageant 5 p.m. 
 

For questions please contact the Children’s Formation and Pageant Team:  

Joanne Drew, Laura Skoracki, Irina Reed, and Betsy Gillespie 

ChildrensFormation@saintmarkscolumbus.org 
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ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS AT SAINT MARK’S 

Activities in Advent and Christmas 
Visit the arched bookcase in the parish hall, where you 

will find many resources for use at home during Ad-

vent. There also are resources online at  

www.saintmarkscolumbus.org/advent-and-christmas. 

 

Wreath-Making Workshop - Dec. 3 

On Sunday, December 3, there will be a wreath-making 

workshop in the parish hall both between the services 

and after the 10:30 a.m. service. Everything you need to 

make your own Advent wreath will be available in the par-

ish hall, including wire wreath forms, candles, greens, and 

embellishments. No experience is necessary as members 

of Saint Mark’s Flower Guild will be on hand to offer their 

expertise.  

 

A Festival of Advent Lessons and Carols -  

Dec. 3 

The Saint Mark’s Choir and the Canterbury Choir will 

come together to lead Saint Mark’s beloved Festival of 

Advent Lessons and Carols. 

 An annual parish favorite, the service of Lessons and 

Carols alternates Advent-themed lessons with beautiful 

and inspiring music, all in preparation for the Christmas 

season. The service will feature the world premiere of an 

anthem by Canadian composer Sarah MacDonald, com-

missioned for the Saint Mark’s Choir.  An elegant recep-

tion will follow in the parish hall. 

 

Giving Tree - Dec. 3 through Dec. 17 
You have probably seen the Giving Tree just outside the 

chapel. We need your help to fill the space under the tree 

with gifts for needy children. Grab an ornament or two 

and buy the corresponding gifts. A list of suggested gifts 

also will be on sheets behind the last pew if you would 

prefer to have some flexibility.  Gifts must be unused. Un-

wrapped gifts should be placed under the tree between 

December 3rand the morning of December 17 (the earli-

er the better). The gifts will be delivered to NNEMAP on 

December 17 right after the 10:30 service as the shop 

opens on the 18th. 

 Gifts for older children are always in short supply, so 

we try to focus on teens: grooming supplies, electronics, 

games, and clothing are welcome, as are gift cards. There 

will be a separate box by the tree for gift cards. Wrapping 

supplies will be gratefully accepted. 

Flower Donations - Dec. 3 through 17 
Donations for Christmas flowers offer a way to honor 

the memories or give thanks for special people in our 

lives. Names and inscriptions will be published in the 

Christmas Bulletin. There are several ways for you to do-

nate.  

1. Donations and inscriptions can be made online at 

www.saintmarkscolumbus.org. 

2. Envelopes will be available at the back of the sanctu-

ary beginning December 3. These can be placed in the 

offering plate during the offertory. 

3. Come to the table near coffee hour tables in the par-

ish hall at coffee hour and fill out the envelope with 

your amount and message. 

If you have questions please contact Diane Hartney. 

 

Jesse Tree - Dec. 3 through 24 

A Jesse Tree is a way of preparing for Advent by journey-

ing through the stories on Jesus’s family tree . 

 The Jesse Tree tradition is rooted in Isaiah 11:1: “A 

shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch 

shall grow out of his roots.” Jesse was the father of David, 

Israel’s greatest king. And Jesus is descended from the 

line of David. He is the branch God promised would 

grow from Jesse’s family tree.  

 Each ornament on the tree has a symbol that repre-

sents a bible story beginning with Genesis. Each day a 

story is read and corresponding symbol place on the tree. 

As the tree accumulates ornaments, you see how God 

prepared for Jesus to be born through many generations. 

  

Check out the 

Children’s For-

mation Jesse Tree 

located in the Par-

ish Hall and con-

sider adopting a 

similar tradition at 

home. There are 

lots of ways to 

create a Jesse 

Tree of your own 

that can be quite 

simple with free 

or inexpensive 

online downloads. 
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Christmas Services 

Christmas Eve - Dec. 24 

December 24 falls on a Sunday leading to some changes 

in the schedule of services that day: 

9 a.m.  Sunday Morning Service - Fourth Sunday in 

Advent 

This service will be a spoken Rite I Eucharist with no 

music. There will be no Adult or Children’s Formation 

classes. 

 

There are two evening services celebrating Christmas Eve 

at 5 p.m. and 11 p.m. 

5 p.m.  Pageant Service w/ Canterbury Choir 

This is a Rite II Eucharist with the Christmas Pageant 

taking the place of the first half of the liturgy.  This fam-

ily friendly service includes music by the Canterbury 

Choir and features our beloved Christmas pageant 

with children and youth from Saint Mark’s and sur-

rounding community. 

 

11 p.m.  Festival Service w/ Saint Mark’s Choir 

This is a Rite II Eucharist with music by Saint Mark’s 

Choir. Incense is traditionally used. This service is pre-

ceded by a prelude of Carols for Choir and Congrega-

tion beginning at 10:30 p.m., which is a combination of 

anthems sung by the choir and Christmas Carols that 

the congregation will join in singing. 

 

Christmas Day - Dec. 25 
 

 On Christmas Morn-

ing, December 25, there 

is a Rite II Eucharist with 

hymns at 10:30 a.m. 

 

New Year’s Eve - 

Dec. 31  

On Sunday, December 

31, we return to our 

usual schedule of 8 a.m. 

Rite I and 10:30 a.m. Rite 

II Eucharists.  

Canterbury Choir Caroling  - Tremont Center 

Christmas by the Clock - Dec. 12 

From 6 to 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, December 12, the Can-

terbury Choir will perform Christmas carols during the 

Christmas by the Clock celebration at Tremont Center 

(across from the church). Come out and support our 

young choristers as they represent Saint Mark’s for this 

fun community event, which features sleigh rides, live 

reindeer, treats from the Goodie Shop, and an appearance 

by Santa Claus. 

 

Quiet Morning - Dec. 16 
 On Saturday, December 16, we will have an Advent 

Quiet Morning, beginning with Morning Prayer at 9 a.m. in 

the Canterbury Center. There will be a few reflections 

throughout the morning with time in between. There will 

be spaces for quiet prayer and for quiet conversation.   

 We will provide some basic art supplies, but bring 

your journal, your art, a book you are reading, or your 

knitting if you like. The morning will end at 11:45 a.m. 

with Noonday Prayer. 

 

Outreach Cookie Walk  -  Dec. 17 
Calling all parishioners. Our beloved cookie walk will be 

Sunday, December 17, after each service. 

 We need bakers and buyers! You can help in two 

ways. First, by baking your favorite holiday cookies and 

bringing them to church on Saturday Dec. 16 or the 

morning of the 17th. We will fill a long table with all the 

donated cookies. Secondly, following the services, you can 

choose a selection of your favorite cookies to purchase. 

Cookies will be sold by the pound, so fill your box to ca-

pacity. All proceeds will go to our food pantry partner, 

NNEMAP. 

 

Staff Gift 
It is a custom at Saint Mark’s for parishioners who wish 

to say thank-you to the parish staff for the work that they 

do all year, to make donations for a staff Christmas gift. If 

you wish to participate, put a check in the offering plate 

or donate through the online giving portal. In either case, 

mark your donation “staff gift.” If you have questions 

about the gift, contact Phil Glandon, Cheryl Boop or Kev-

in Fix. 
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Freedom a la Cart’s Cause Cookies 

Do you need a small gift for someone? Donate $25 to 

Freedom a la Cart and receive a box of Cause Cookies. 

Each box contains 12 cookies beautifully packaged for 

giving. The cookies are made from scratch in the Freedom 

kitchens. Each donation provides workforce training and 

support services for survivors of sex trafficking. A gift of 

$50 provides one month of services for a survivor. Free 

local delivery within 12 miles of downtown is available for 

donations of $150 or more. If we get over $150 in orders 

we can have them delivered to Saint Mark’s. You can pick a 

delivery day that works for you between now and De-

cember 22. 

 They sold out last year, so don’t delay in ordering.  Go 

to freedomalacart.org to order. 

 

Habitat for Humanity 

Volunteers Needed - Dec. 2 

The Northwest Partnership of Habitat for Humanity has 

started a new house in the Linden neighborhood at 1496 

Arlington Ave. There will be a wall raising program at the 

site at 9 a.m. on Saturday, December 2. The program is 

open to anyone with an interest in the project or the 

family moving into the house. 

 The next time Saint Mark’s takes lunch to the building 

team will be January 6. That is another opportunity for 

parishioners to see the site and talk with the crews. 

 Saint Mark’s has not had anyone working on the 

houses for several years, nor have we regularly participat-

ed in the Steering Committee made up of northwest Co-

lumbus churches. If anyone has an interest on being the 

Saint Mark’s representative on the Northwest Partnership 

steering committee or participating on the house con-

struction project, please let Pastor Vicki know. 

 

NNEMAP Christmas Store 

Volunteers Needed - Dec. 18 to 22 

The NNEMAP Food Pantry’s Christmas store will open 

for patrons from December 18 – 22.. Parents will be able 

to shop in the store for a gift for their child. Last year, 

gifts were provided for 1,400 children. 

Volunteers are needed to assist with the store. If you 

would like to help with set up or staffing of the store con-

tact Roy Clark, the director of NEEMAP, at direc-

tor@nnemappantry.org or call 614-297-0533. 

What is “Diapers and Spices” that we talk 

about? 

Each month we advertise a date for the packing of dia-

pers and spices. What is that all about? Saint Mark’s part-

ners with NEEMAP food pantry; patrons of the pantry 

often have small children in diapers. Diapers can be very 

expensive. So, the food pantry tries to provide families 

with an emergency supply of diapers. The churches who 

work with the pantry are the source of the diapers. At 

Saint Mark’s we come together one morning a month to 

break down boxes of diapers into packs to 10 for the 

pantry. On the average packing day we wrap several thou-

sand diapers. We also wrap several hundred packs of baby 

wipes. 

 Our final project is to make spice packets. We pre-

pare about 100 packets of a spice mix that can be used 

on roasted vegetables. The pantry hands out the packets 

along with a recipe for roasted vegetables to provide pa-

trons with an idea about what they can do with the vege-

tables that are routinely available in the pantry. It also en-

courages families to eat more vegetables. 

 Volunteers are always needed to assist with this Out-

reach project. It normally takes about an hour to com-

plete, depending on how much visiting we do. If you 

would like to help, meet us in the parish hall at 10:30 a.m. 

on the second Wednesday of the month. Our next pack-

ing date is December 13. No commitments or training 

are necessary. If you’d like to come once to see if it’s for 

you, you are more than welcome. 

 

$1,300 Raised at Fall Festival 

A good time was had by all who attended the second Fall 

Festival. Everyone left with smiles and shopping bags. 

There were treats for all, games to play, baked goods and 

crafts to buy, and the drawing for the fresh turkeys. The 

cake walk was a particularly popular addition this year 

with winners going home with a cake. We finally crowned 

a new winner of the guess the number of items in the jar 

game. (Senior Warden Cheryl Boop is hard to beat at 

this.) Lynn Glandon and Cheryl Boop won the turkey raf-

fle. Congratulations to all of the winners. 

 Thank you to everyone who bought raffle tickets, do-

nated items, or purchased the goods that were for sale. 

Outreach was able to raise over $1,300 to be used for 

Saint Mark’ outreach projects. 
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Youth Group 

On Sunday December 3, the youth group will meet fol-

lowing the 10:30 service for lunch and games. Canterbury 

Choir members are invited to join the group for lunch 

and games. Youth group ends at 1:30 pm 

 Canterbury Choir members are invited to stay for 

some downtime and a snack until your call time for Les-

sons and Carols. 

 Mark your calendars for youth group on January 

7. We will hold a board game marathon and invite youth-

group alumni to join in the fun. 

 

Youth Group Gift Card Fundraiser 

You can get an easy gift for someone and support both 

Saint Mark’s Youth Group and Outreach Ministries in the 

process!  

The Youth Group is pre-selling gift cards through Sunday, 

December 3.  to raise funds for their summer trip to Ha-

waii.  The cards are being ordered from an organization 

that sells them to us at a discount.  

 In addition to purchasing gift cards for your own use 

or Christmas gift giving, you can purchase gift cards to be 

donated directly to NNEMAP or Star House. Purchase a 

Walmart or Target gift card and designate it for NNEMAP. 

It will be delivered directly to the NNEMAP Christmas 

Store. Or purchase a food gift card for Star House. 

The cards will distributed Sunday, December 17, in time 

for Christmas.  

 

Friendship Soup on Sale 
The Canterbury Choir has kicked off its annual soup sales 

Fundraiser.  Soup mixes will be available on Sundays at the 

church through the end of the year. Quart-size jars are 

still just $10 and pint-sized jars are only $7. Contact 

George Reed at: gwrpowell@outlook.com.  

 

Children’s Formation 

Advent Wreath and Creche 
One of the symbols of Advent is a wreath of evergreens 

with four candles that represent the four weeks of Ad-

vent and a white candle in the center that represents 

Christmas. 

 Throughout the four weeks of advent, worship ser-

vices begin with the lighting of the wreath and bringing 

animals  

 We invite all the children to process with children's 

formation leaders at the beginning of the 10:30 service 

for the first three weeks in December to bring forward 

animals to place in the creche and to help light the Ad-

vent candles. 

  If you or your child would like to join, gather with 

Mrs. Drew or Mrs. Skoracki at the Giving Tree by the 

Chapel as soon as you arrive to church on Sunday morn-

ing. 

 After the lighting of the candle on December 3, chil-

dren will join their parents service. On December 10 and 

17, we will take the children to the education classrooms 

for Children’s Formation. We will not  have Children’s 

Formation on December 24. 
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For information, contact 

Joyce Acton – 614-560-9219 actongroup@gmail.com 

Brenda Hammersley – 614-330-1436 

b.hammersley@yahoo.com 

PARISH LIFE 

Supper Group 

Supper Group is a monthly potluck dinner that takes 

place on the first Saturday of the month in the parish hall. 

 It is a great way to catch up with old friends and meet 

new ones, and have a lot of fun in the process! Suppers 

often involve a theme such as 1950s, Foods represented 

by Saints, or Family Heritage with each household bringing 

a dish, usually appetizers, salads, soup, casseroles, and des-

serts (mocktails, wine, or cocktails are optional). All are 

welcome. For more information, contact Gloria Wylie at 

gawylie@att.net or 614-738-1716). 

 

Knitting 

Evening Knitting Group meets on the second Monday of 

the month at 6:30 p.m. in the Canterbury Center. The 

next meeting is December 11. 

 Daytime Knitting group meets the first and third 

Thursdays of the month at 1 pm in the Canterbury Cen-

ter. The December meetings are December 7 and 21. 

Save the Date 

Epiphany House Blessing - Jan. 6 
 

There is an ancient practice of blessing homes at Epipha-

ny and chalking the top of the door to remind us that 

everyone who comes in brings the light of Christ with 

them and that as we go out into the world we carry the 

light of Christ with us. Chalk is used in this service as an 

ordinary substance made of common elements of the 

earth, put to holy use.  

 Pastor Vicki will visit homes to lead the short prayers 

of blessing and mark the lintel over the front door of 

your home with chalk on Epiphany – January 6.  Look for 

a sign-up for times in late December. 
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PASTORAL CARE 

Stephen Ministry - There When You Need It 

We are social creatures and all truly need each other. This 

is not to say we don’t need alone time as well. But we also 

need interpersonal relationships, friendships, and  contact 

with one another.  

 Alone-ness is only one of the many situations to 

which Stephen Ministers respond. There is a list of life ex-

periences which are addressed by the Stephen Ministry. 

Here are just a few:  

• Isolation and Loneliness 

• Anxiety over health issues  

• Grief of all kinds 

• Life transitions such as a new baby, adoption, 

blended families, empty nest, retirement 

• Tension from juggling work-life balance 

• Financial strain or job loss 

• Uncertainty about the future 

• Any unexpected life challenge  

Every one of us will experience several of these life 

changes/challenges.  

The question should be “WHEN” you would like a Ste-

phen Minister, not “IF” you would like one. 

 You may only want to meet with a Stephen Minister 

for a short time. Having someone to talk with or pray 

with who is there just for you can be very comforting, 

encouraging, and necessary. 

 If you or someone you know would like to know 

more about Saint Mark’s Stephen Ministry, talk with Pas-

tor Vicki or with one of our Stephen Leaders: Michele 

Johnson (michelelbjohnson@gmail.com), Dianne Silli-

man (dlsilliman@gmail.com), or Pat Barton (patricia-

barton@columbus.rr.com). You can reach Pastor Vicki 

by email at rector@saintmarkscolumbus.org. 

 There is also information posted on the pillar closest 

to the narthex in the parish hall! Be assured that even 

your inquiries into the program will be kept confidential. 

Stephen Ministers are here for you WHEN you need 

them.  

 

IN AND AROUND SAINT MARK’S 

A crowd of hundreds were in attendance at Saint Mark’s on Nov. 

17 at the Harmony for Hunger Concert to benefit NNEMAP. 

Colin Warren looks on as grandson, Jeremiah, plans 

his next step. 

In November, children in Children’s Chapel talked about qualities 

of good leaders and the choices we make when we follow Jesus.  
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LIVING IN FAITH. GROWING IN LOVE. CELEBRATING GOD’S PEOPLE. 

 
O God, your unfailing providence sustains the world we live in and the life we live:  

Watch over those, both night and day, who work while others sleep,  
and grant that we may never forget that our common life depends upon each other's toil;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.     Amen.  

Watch over thy children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and 

guide them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; 

comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; 

and in their hearts may thy peace which passeth understanding abide 

all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

PARISH PRAYER LIST 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; 

give them courage and hope in their troubles and bring them the 

joy of your salvation. 

Amen. 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Larry Copeland  12/01 

Mary Kirkey  12/01 

Chance Parson  12/01 

Cora Silliman  12/02 

Sheila Millard  12/04 

Andrew Neckers 12/04 

Ted Meyers   12/05 

Carol Zubovich  12/05 

Anne Fields   12/06 

Jill Hinton   12/06 

Bruce Johnson  12/06 

Ted Keller   12/10 

Noelle Sicuro  12/10 

Atley Anne McIntire 12/11 

Jeremiah Warren 12/12 

Erika Haupt   12/13 

Greg Smith   12/13 

Edward Lasseigne 12/14 

William McLeskey 12/17 

Karen Swartz  12/19 

Chris Rechner  12/21 

Henry Scott  12/22 

Matthew Scott  12/22 

Kathryn Conklin 12/28 

Craig Zimpher  12/28 

Beth Hylton  12/30 

Roman Skoracki 12/30 

Ken Yeager   12/30 

Katie Hyre   12/31 

Judy Babcock 

Betty Baker 

Eva Barth 

Debbie Blaha 

Ted Carey 

Dave Cromer 

Gary Garber 

Bob Giguere 

John Giguere 

Patrick Hreachmack 

Asher Hyre 

Ethel Karvanic 

David Kennedy 

Lisa Kenter 

Lynn Klemesrud 

Dorothy Knox 

Jill M. 

Cripina Ibarra Martinez, 

Petra Ibarra Martinez 

and their families 

Austen May 

Jim McCarthy 

Devin McGinnis 

Mercy Misch 

Dan Morton 

Glenn Mojzer 

Luke Mullen 

Michael Murray 

Lynn Smith 

Felicity Stanley 

Eli Walker 

Alea 

Liz 

Mike 

Sandy 

Timothy, Tsomo, and 

Yangsi 

 

If you have a pastoral care concern or would like to add a name to the prayer list, you can do so by contacting Pastor Vicki at  

rector@saintmarkscolumbus.org, by calling the parish office (614) 486-9452. You may also add a name to our prayer list at 

www.saintmarkscolumbus.org/prayer-request. 

Prayer List Refresh for Advent 

Prayer unites us in times of joy and challenges. To help 

ensure we are actively supporting each other, it is a 

custom at Saint Mark’s to refresh the parish prayer list 

at Advent.  If you have an existing prayer request that 

you would like to carry over or a new pastoral con-

cern you would like to add, you may do so by calling 

the parish office (614) 486-9452, emailing Pastor Vicki 

(rector@saintmarkscolumbus.org), or by submitting a 

request online at www.saintmarkscolumbus.org/

prayer-request.  

Member Care 

Saint Mark’s has an active member care ministry which 

provides meals to members who are recovering from 

illness or surgery, caring for a family member who is ill, 

welcoming a new baby, or just having difficulty making 

healthy meals themselves. Please contact Michele Johnson 

(michelelbjohnson@gmail.com) if you know of someone 

who could use some help with meals or if you are inter-

ested in volunteering to help provide some meals.  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

26 

Twenty-Sixth Sunday after 

Pentecost 
8 am Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

9:30 am Adult Formation 

10:30 am Children’s Formation  

10:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

w/ Saint Mark’s Choir 

8 pm Sunday Night AA 

27 

 

 

10:30 am Staff Mtg 

5:30 pm AA Men's 

Group 

7 pm AA 

7:30 pm Monday 

Night Book 

Group 

28 

 

 

9:30 am Al-Anon 

1:30 pm Columbus 

Clergy 

6:30 pm Cub Scouts 

29 

 

 

4:30 pm 

Canterbury Choir 

Rehearsal 

30 

 

 

6:15 pm AA 

7:30 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

8 pm AA 

December 1 

Rector’s Day Off 

 

8 pm AA  

2 

 

 

10 am Choir 

Rehearsal 

5:30 pm 

Supper 

Group 

 

3 

First Sunday in Advent 
8 am Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

9:30 Advent Wreath Workshop 

10:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

w/ Canterbury Choir 

Noon Youth Group 

4 pm Festival of Lessons and 

Carols 

8 pm Sunday Night AA 

4 

 

 

10:30 am Staff Mtg 

4 pm Preparedness 

Committee Tour 

5:30 pm AA Men's 

Group 

7 pm AA 

7:30 am 

Endowment 

Trustees 

5 

 

 

9:30 am Al-Anon  

1:30 pm Columbus 

Clergy 

6:30 pm Cub Scouts 

7:30 pm Vestry Mtg 

6 

 

 

4:30 pm 

Canterbury Choir 

Rehearsal 

 

7 

 

 

1 pm Knitting and 

Stitching 

6:15 pm AA 

7:30 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

8 pm AA 

8 

Rector’s Day Off 

 

8 pm AA  

 

9 

 

 

 

10 

Second Sunday in Advent 
8 am Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

9:30 am Adult Formation 

10:30 am Children’s Formation 

10:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

w/ Saint Mark’s Choir 

Noon Outreach Admin 

Committee and Team 

Leads 

8 pm Sunday Night AA 

11 

 

 

10:30 am Staff Mtg 

5:30 pm AA Men's 

Group 

6:30 pm Evening 

Knitting 

7 pm AA 

12 

 

 

9:30 am Al-Anon  

1:30 pm Columbus 

Clergy 

4:30 pm Canterbury 

Choir Rehearsal 

6 pm Christmas by the 

Clock 

6:15 pm Contemplative 

Prayer 

6:30 pm Cub Scouts 

13 

Epistle Deadline 

 

10:30 am Spices 

and Diapers 

4:30 pm 

Canterbury Choir 

Rehearsal 

14 

 

 

4 pm Exploring 

Loss 

6:15 pm AA 

7:30 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

8 pm AA 

15 

Rector’s Day Off 

 

8 pm AA  

16 

 

 

9 am Advent 

Quiet 

Morning 

17 

Third Sunday in Advent 
8 am Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

10:30 am Children’s Formation 

10:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

w/ Saint Mark’s Choir 

Noon Cookie Walk 

Noon Christmas Pageant 

Rehearsal 

8 pm Sunday Night AA 

18 

 

 

10:30 am Staff Mtg 

5:30 pm AA Men's 

Group 

7 pm AA 

7 pm Sisters in 

Faith 

19 

 

 

9:30 am Al-Anon  

1:30 pm Columbus 

Clergy 

6:30 pm Cub Scouts 

7 pm Outreach 

Committee Mtg 

 

20 

 

 

4:30 pm 

Canterbury Choir 

Rehearsal 

21 

 

 

1 pm Knitting and 

Stitching 

6:15 pm AA 

7:30 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

8 pm AA 

22 

Rector’s Day Off 

 

8 pm AA  

 

23 

 

 

9 am Choir 

Rehearsal 

24 

Fourth Sunday in Advent 
9 am Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

5 pm Christmas Eve Service 

with Pageant 

8 pm Sunday Night AA 

10:30 Musical Prelude and 

Carol Sing 

11 pm Christmas Eve Service 

w/ Saint Mark’s Choir 

25 

 

Office Closed 

10:30 am Christmas 

Day Service 

5:30 pm AA Men's 

Group 

7 pm AA 

26 

 

Office Closed 

9:30 am Al-Anon 

1:30 pm Columbus 

Clergy 

6:30 pm Cub Scouts 

27 

 

 

6 pm The 

Marksmen 

28 

 

 

6:15 pm AA 

 

 

8 pm AA 

 29 

Rector’s Day Off 

 

8 pm AA  

30 

 

 

31 

First Sunday in Christmas 

8 am Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

 

10:30 am Children’s Formation 

10:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

1 pm Street Church 

8 pm Sunday Night AA 

January 1 

Office Closed 

 

5:30 pm AA Men’s 

Group 

7 pm AA 

2 

 

9:30 am Al-Anon 

1:30 pm Columbus 

Clergy 

6:30 pm Cub Scouts 

7:30 pm Vestry Mtg 

3 

 

4:30 pm 

Canterbury Choir 

Rehearsal 

4 

 

1 pm Knitting and 

Stitching 

6:15 pm AA 

7:30 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

8 pm AA 

5 

 

Rector’s Day Off 

 

8 pm AA  

6 

 

5:30 pm 

Supper 

Group 



SAINT MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
2151 Dorset Road 

Columbus, OH 43221 

www.SaintMarksColumbus.org 

(614) 486-9452 

 

 

See inside for a full calendar of events and gatherings and visit www.SaintMarksColumbus.org. 


