Take-Home Church for July
If you are travelling this summer, you can always worship with Saint Mark’s digitally, using our live
stream at saintmarkscolumbus.org. You can either join live, or worship later in the day or the week.
If you want a more casual service, or will be away from your devices, this can be used as your family
Sunday worship.
The service comes from the Book of Common Prayer. The Bible readings are from the Common English
Bible.

Service
Say the following together or have one person read it for you.
Open my lips, O Lord, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Give me the joy of your saving help again and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will
be for ever. Amen. From Psalm 51
Read the Scripture for the week and talk about one or more of the questions for the week.
Be silent for a moment and then either out loud or silently remember the names of the people and things
that you are worried about, that you hope for and that you are grateful for.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
for ever and ever. Amen.
Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought us in safety to this new day: Preserve us with
your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be overcome by adversity; and in all we do, direct us
to the fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Weekly Readings
Week of July 3
Luke 10:1-11
After these things, the Lord commissioned seventy-two others and sent them on ahead in pairs to every city
and place he was about to go. He said to them, “The harvest is bigger than you can imagine, but there are
few workers. Therefore, plead with the Lord of the harvest to send out workers for his harvest. Go! Be
warned, though, that I’m sending you out as lambs among wolves. Carry no wallet, no bag, and no sandals.
Don’t even greet anyone along the way. Whenever you enter a house, first say, ‘May peace be on this
house.’ If anyone there shares God’s peace, then your peace will rest on that person. If not, your blessing
will return to you. Remain in this house, eating and drinking whatever they set before you, for workers
deserve their pay. Don’t move from house to house. Whenever you enter a city and its people welcome
you, eat what they set before you. Heal the sick who are there, and say to them, ‘God’s kingdom has come
upon you.’ Whenever you enter a city and the people don’t welcome you, go out into the streets and
say, ‘As a complaint against you, we brush off the dust of your city that has collected on our feet. But know
this: God’s kingdom has come to you.’
1. Can you think of a time that you went somewhere you had never been before? What did it feel like?
2. Have you ever been asked to do something that seemed hard?
3. How would you welcome the disciples if they came to our town? How can we welcome others that
way?
Week of July 10
Luke 10:25-37
A legal expert stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to gain eternal life?” Jesus
replied, “What is written in the Law? How do you interpret it?” He responded, “You must love the Lord
your God with all your heart, with all your being, with all your strength, and with all your mind, and love
your neighbor as yourself.”
Jesus said to him, “You have answered correctly. Do this and you will live.” But the legal expert wanted to
prove that he was right, so he said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”
Jesus replied, “A man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho. He encountered thieves, who stripped him
naked, beat him up, and left him near death. Now it just so happened that a priest was also going down the
same road. When he saw the injured man, he crossed over to the other side of the road and went on his
way. Likewise, a Levite came by that spot, saw the injured man, and crossed over to the other side of the
road and went on his way. A Samaritan, who was on a journey, came to where the man was. But when he
saw him, he was moved with compassion. The Samaritan went to him and bandaged his wounds, tending
them with oil and wine. Then he placed the wounded man on his own donkey, took him to an inn, and took
care of him. The next day, he took two full days’ worth of wages and gave them to the innkeeper. He said,
‘Take care of him, and when I return, I will pay you back for any additional costs.’ What do you think?
Which one of these three was a neighbor to the man who encountered thieves?”
Then the legal expert said, “The one who demonstrated mercy toward him.” Jesus told him, “Go and do
likewise.”
1. Can you think of a time that you helped someone who wasn’t someone you knew?
2. What do you think it means to love your neighbor?

Week of July 17
Luke 10: 38 – 42
While Jesus and his disciples were traveling, Jesus entered a village where a woman named Martha
welcomed him as a guest. She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to his
message. By contrast, Martha was preoccupied with getting everything ready for their meal. So Martha
came to him and said, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to prepare the table all by myself?
Tell her to help me.” The Lord answered, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many
things. One thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the better part. It won’t be taken away from her.”
1. What do you do when someone visits your house?
2. What do you think Jesus meant when he said, “One thing is necessary”?
Week of July 24
Luke 11:1-13
Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said, “Lord, teach us to pray,
just as John taught his disciples.”
Jesus told them, “When you pray, say: ‘Father, uphold the holiness of your name. Bring in your kingdom.
Give us the bread we need for today. Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who has wronged
us. And don’t lead us into temptation.’”
He also said to them, “Imagine that one of you has a friend and you go to that friend in the middle of the
night. Imagine saying, ‘Friend, loan me three loaves of bread because a friend of mine on a journey has
arrived and I have nothing to set before him.’ Imagine further that he answers from within the house,
‘Don’t bother me. The door is already locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can’t get up to give you
anything.’ I assure you, even if he wouldn’t get up and help because of his friendship, he will get up and
give his friend whatever he needs because of his friend’s brashness. And I tell you: Ask and you will
receive. Seek and you will find. Knock and the door will be opened to you. Everyone who asks, receives.
Whoever seeks, finds. To everyone who knocks, the door is opened.
“Which father among you would give a snake to your child if the child asked for a fish? If a child asked for
an egg, what father would give the child a scorpion? If you who are evil know how to give good gifts to
your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him?”
1. Has someone ever asked to do something that you didn’t really want to do? What did you do? How did
you feel?
2. How do you feel when you have to ask someone for something?

Week of July 31
Luke 12:13-21
Someone from the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.”
Jesus said to him, “Man, who appointed me as judge or referee between you and your brother?”
Then Jesus said to them, “Watch out! Guard yourself against all kinds of greed. After all, one’s life isn’t
determined by one’s possessions, even when someone is very wealthy.” Then he told them a parable: “A
certain rich man’s land produced a bountiful crop. He said to himself, What will I do? I have no place to
store my harvest! Then he thought, Here’s what I’ll do. I’ll tear down my barns and build bigger ones.
That’s where I’ll store all my grain and goods. I’ll say to myself, You have stored up plenty of goods,
enough for several years. Take it easy! Eat, drink, and enjoy yourself. But God said to him, ‘Fool, tonight
you will die. Now who will get the things you have prepared for yourself?’ This is the way it will be for
those who hoard things for themselves and aren’t rich toward God.”
1. What are the things that are most important to you?
2. How do you react when you are asked to share?
3. What do you think it means to be rich toward God?

