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F ROM THE R ECTOR

s your Christmas tree up yet? I have
been struck this year by the amazing
and remarkably varied traditions that
go around putting up this most recognized
of Christmas symbols in our homes.

family in cutting a live tree on the side of a
mountain and take it back to their home
for an evening of decorating.
What an event! Thousands of trees under
the backdrop of a the snow covered Green
Mountains—hundreds of people selecting
trees and having mulled cider and hot
chocolate.

Since Prince Albert and Queen Victoria
first introduced the Christmas tree to
England in the 19th Century, and its
popularity spread across that county and
then across “the pond” to ours, the
number of ways we make this happen are
fascinating.
First there is the “box store option” where right after the Fourth of July
artificial trees—lights, no lights, pink,
orange, blue, green, neon—you get the idea
are available. They will compete with
Halloween decorations (the second largest
revenue holiday of the year) and we may
hear “Joy to the World” in the same aisle as
“I’ll get you, my pretty” screamed by an
animated witch! The box store option is
convenient, and I have used it myself.
The second option is selecting a live tree.
My parents and I always had a live tree—
sometimes it came with the “bulb” and we
planted it afterward (there are still a few on
the grounds of my property in Vermont).
For the most part, though, we went to a
tree lot and selected a precut tree. If my
father was feeling generous we would get a
“trimmed tree” - one that was pruned
during its growth process to be near per-

The ritual starts with getting a sled and
pulling the children up to find a tree. After
the tree is cut, the young people run the
sled back with the tree on it for measuring,
“shaking out”, netting, and then back
home for elaborate decorating with family
ornament and dinner. I have seldom spent
a more pleasurable day surrounding a
tradition we hold dear.

Timmy and Annabelle
pulling the tree home
Jericho, Vermont
fect in shape. If he was not, we would wait
until all trees were marked down to $5.00,
and have to balance crooked trunks and
increase height with paint cans and
magazines.
This Christmas was quite special for me, as
my cousin Martha invited me to join her

My friends, this is the season of traditions
and those things that help center us as
people and pilgrims along the journey God
has set us upon.
May we all find joy and wonder in this
season dedicated to the greatest gift of all,
Jesus Christ. May we hold close in our
hearts those we love—as well as those who
have none to hold . May the grace, peace,
and love of Christ be with us all, this
season and always.
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B EARING C HRIST

The Rev. Christopher C. Richardson

As decorations go up and stores start playing music that most of us only hear this time of year, there’s a
definite sense of preparation that permeates our society as we get closer and closer to December 25.
This “season” in our life has been a significant part of my thought process. Of course, as a church with a
strong liturgical tradition, Episcopalians know this season (officially beginning four Sundays before
Christmas) as the season of Advent, not the Christmas season. For us, Christmas is a twelve-day long
season that doesn’t begin until December 25. While I could go on at length about the difference between
Advent and Christmas and why they should be considered separate seasons and why we should focus on
Advent during Advent and Christmas during Christmas, I have accepted that, regardless of how strongly I
may feel about it, people will still refer to this period of time (which seems to begin roughly around
mid-to-late September) as Christmas time. Also, and more to the point of this article, I’ve come to realize
how much of a misnomer the name “Advent” is for this season.
For those of us who recognize and enter into the season of Advent, this is a time of preparation and
anticipation. As odd as it seems, during the season of Advent, we are waiting for…Advents. The word
“advent” doesn’t mean waiting, as the season would suggest. Instead, it means “a coming into” or
“arrival.” During Advent, we are specifically awaiting and anticipating two advents. First, we are awaiting
the “Advent” of Christ into the world as a newborn child, which we celebrate on Christmas Day. Second,
we are awaiting the “Second Advent” of Christ into the world, at which time the Kingdom of God will be
fully realized.
As I reflect further upon all of this, I started to wonder what it is we are actually waiting for. Why is
Christmas such a big deal? The cynical side of me could list a myriad of ways in which our “holiday
traditions” fly in the face of what we say we’re about. The hopeful side of me, however, recognizes that,
despite the dissonance between what we say we believe and what we actually do, this is a time of year
when nearly everybody (Christian or not) is aware that something “special” is happening and certain
traditions are exercised because of it. That something special may be as small as hearing a different track
list at the store or as big as the life-changing realization that a being far beyond our ability to conceive
choose to come into our world as one of us for no other reason than a deep, unconditional love for us
simply because we exist.
Whatever special thing you notice during this season of Advent, I hope that you take the time to embrace
it. Pay attention to that special something and celebrate it with whatever tradition you have. Lastly, as you
celebrate the “special” things this season, know that God has something infinitely more special planned
for you.
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F ROM THE M USIC D EPARTMENT
M ATTHEW B E STE R
As I write this, the choirs are making their final preparations for our annual Festival of Advent Lessons and Carols (Sunday,
December 2, at 4 p.m.). As many of you know, our beloved service of Lessons and Carols is modeled on the annual Festival of
Nine Lessons and Carols at King’s College, Cambridge, held every year on Christmas Eve. This year marks the 100th
anniversary of Lessons and Carols at Kings, a perennial holiday favorite that is broadcast live throughout the world. For many,
it is an essential part of the Christmas observance. I encourage you to seek it out this year if you’ve never done so before.
A Festival of Advent Lessons and Carols on December 2
The Saint Mark’s Choir and the Canterbury Choir will come together to lead our beloved Festival of Advent Lessons and
Carols on Sunday, December 2, at 4 p.m. An annual parish favorite, the service of Lessons and Carols alternates
Advent-themed lessons with beautiful and inspiring music, all in preparation for the Christmas season. Admission is free.
Donations will be accepted in support of the Special Music Fund. An elegant reception will follow. Please join us, and invite
some friends!
Canterbury Choir Caroling at Tremont Center on December 18
On Tuesday, December 18, from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m., the Canterbury Choir will perform Christmas carols as part of the annual
Christmas by the Clock celebration at Tremont Center (across from the church). Come out and support our young choristers
as they represent Saint Mark’s for this fun community event, which features sleigh rides, live reindeer, treats from the Goodie
Shop, and an appearance by Santa Claus.
Christmas Eve at Saint Mark’s
There are two evening services on Christmas Eve at Saint Mark’s. The 5 p.m. service includes music by the Canterbury Choir
and features our beloved Christmas pageant with youth from the church school. The 11 p.m. service features the Saint Mark’s
Choir and is preceded by a prelude of Carols for Choir and Congregation, beginning at 10:30 p.m. We hope to see you there!
A Service of Light in the Taizé Tradition on January 6
On Sunday, January 6, at 5 p.m., Saint Mark’s will present a special evening service with music from the Taizé tradition. For
those who are unfamiliar with services in the Taizé tradition, the music consists of short, repeated melodies that are led by a
cantor and instrument(s) and sung by everyone. The melodies are easy to learn, and repetition provides a frame for meditation
on the divine. Taizé services also include an important visual element, with the presence of one or more icons illuminated by
numerous candles. The contemplative style of Taizé is a wonderful way to begin the season of Epiphany.
Ohio State University Symphonic Choir Concert on January 27
Saint Mark’s will host a special concert by the OSU Symphonic Choir on Sunday, January 27, at 4 p.m. Members of this
outstanding collegiate ensemble include our organist, Tyler Robertson, and our bass section leader, Jacob Conrad. Admission
is free. Donations will be accepted in support of the Organ Completion Fund. Please join us, and invite some friends!

A Festival of Advent Lessons and Carols
Saint Mark’s Choir and Canterbury Choir
Music by Gjeilo, Guerrero, Holst, Hunnicutt,
Kellam, Lehman, Manz, and Phillips
Sunday, December 2, 4 p.m.
Saint Mark’s Episcopal Church
Donations will be accepted
in support of the Special Music Fund
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O UTREACH N EWS

The Outreach Ministry meets on the second Sunday of the month in the Canterbury
Center right after church. We would love to have anyone join us. Our agenda
reviews our current projects and proposes future plans, so you will be “in the loop!”
A visit does not imply a commitment in terms of volunteering, but we would hope
you might help us spread the word about the work we are asked to do in the
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Our goal is to attend to international, national, regional, and local projects. Locally, we
of h
hope to be helping hands, feet on the ground. We do not wish to be the proverbial Lady
Bountiful, but joined together to bring hope in the form of food, housing, and encouragement. That, in turn,
inspires us. Contact Marilyn Smith or Pat Iams if you would like more information.

NNEMAP

Christmas Shoppe
This Year we will be distributing our gifts at a local church, Linden Life Fellowship at 877 E. 11th Ave. They have
volunteered their space, and it will provide a much better experience for our families. We made this change
because we no longer have the space for the Shoppe or storing the gifts. So, we need all gifts to be delivered the
week of Monday, December 3 through Saturday, December 8th at the pantry during pantry open hours. We will
have a storage truck available to hold the gifts. You can also deliver gifts to the church from Monday, December
10th through Friday, December 14th from 9am until 1pm. While the Shoppe is open. We will need lots of gifts or
dollar donations to purchase gifts. Thanks to all! (Please see the announcement about the Giving Tree to learn more
about how Saint Mark’s is participating this year.)
Current Needs in the Pantry:
Diapers size 5 and 6
Holiday items-Stuffing, canned green beans, corn or pumpkin.
Packaged mashed potatoes, etc.
Note: Other hygiene items are always low! We always need dental items, razors, and shampoo. We can also use feminine
hygiene items.

ST JOHN’S TOWN STREET DINNER

Thank you again to the follow for helping with St John’s Town Street Dinner November 14th: Park Zimpher, her
sister in law Margie Zimpher, David Boop, Marilyn & Bill Karl, Pat Iams, Maggie Grosso, Bob Zicht and his daughter
Cheryl, and Cullie Rechner. Everyone works so hard for our common goal of feeding many of the Franklinton
residents. I thank you all for your consistent support on this dinner. Next dinner is Wednesday, January 30th.

CATCH COURT

The November CATCH Court was held on November 8th. Nara Iams made chicken and lentil soup; Sally Taylor
and Barb Keyes made cookies; Diane Hartney prepared pineapple ad strawberry kebobs; and Leslie Winters, Pat
Iams, and Rosy Talarzyk (friend of Pat’s) went to Court. A young woman who graduated from Catch three years
ago has recently been named Bailiff in Judge Herbert’s Court! She was asked to interview each woman in Court
(as the Judge usually does), and it was so impressive! She was able to comfortably draw out each probationer with
her wisdom. What an accomplishment! A probationer was congratulated on her testimony against a Union County
pimp which resulted in his sentence of 30 years in prison. Imagine what courage it took to get on the stand! Our
next CATCH Court lunch is Thursday, December 13th. We will make lunch at 10:30 a.m. and go to Court at
11:30 a.m. Anyone who can help make lunch or cookies or wishes to go to Court, please contact the office (614486-9452 or OfficeManager@SaintMarksColumbus.org).
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ST. JOHN’S STREET CHURCH - SERVERS NEEDED!

If you would like to participate in this valuable and rewarding ministry, please contact the office (614-486-9452 or
OfficeManager@SaintMarksColumbus.org).

THE GIVING TREE
The Giving Tree is now decorated with ornaments containing gift suggestions for
children from infants to 16. For the second year, the gifts will be chosen by the
parents that are recipients of support from the NNEMAP food pantry located in the
Linden area. Please place the unwrapped gifts (with the ornaments attached)
under the tree through Sunday, December 9. Thank you for your support. If you
have any questions, please contact the office (614-486-9452 or Office
Manager@SaintMarksColumbus.org).

S AINT M ARK ' S C HRISTMAS P AGEANT

Below are the dates for Christmas Pageant sign-up and rehearsals:
Sunday, December 2
Sign-up immediately following the 10:30 a.m. service
Sunday, December 9
Sign-up during Sunday School (9:30-10:30 a.m.) or immediately
following the 10:30 a.m. service
Sunday, December 16
Sign-up, costumes, and scripts passed out during Sunday School (9:3010:30 a.m.) or immediately following the 10:30 a.m. service
Sunday, December 23
Full rehearsal with Canterbury Choir immediately following the
10:30 a.m. service
Monday, December 24, 3:45 pm Rehearsal
(No need to wear your costume, but please be prompt so we can wrap up before people start to arrive). Children will have a
chance to have a break/snack and change into their costumes after the Rehearsal.
Monday, December 24 Christmas Eve Pageant at 5:00 p.m.
Children and families may also sign up by contacting the office (OfficeManager@SaintMarksColumbus.org). Every effort will
be made to honor requested roles. Please contact the office with questions. Volunteers are needed!
If you can assist with costuming, backstage organization, snacks, or clean-up, please contact Irina or Laura.

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Services at Saint Mark’s
Christmas Eve - Monday, December 24
Holy Eucharist, Rite II
Saint Mark’s Annual Christmas Pageant
5 p.m.
Music by Canterbury Choir

Solemn Holy Eucharist, Rite II
11 p.m.
Preceded by
Carols for Choir and Congregation
10:30 p.m.
Music by Saint Mark’s Choir

Christmas Day - Tuesday, December 25
Holy Eucharist, Rite II
10:30 a.m.
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D ECEMBER H APPENINGS AT S AINT MARK ’ S
F LOWER M EMORIALS

We will soon be entering the season of Advent and Christmas. An important
part of that celebration is the decoration of the church. Contributions in
memory of or in thanksgiving for loved ones help defray the cost of decorating
the church. In addition to flowers in the church, contributions to the Flower
Guild provide some of the funds needed for outdoor planting around the church,
and also for placing greens in the Memorial Garden and the outdoor pots. Again
this year we will have special envelopes in the pews to receive your donations.
The envelopes have an area on the back for you to write your designation. They can be placed in the
offering plate or in the box in the parish hall. The envelopes will be in place on December 2nd, 9th,
and 16th. Contributions in any amount are welcome and very much appreciated. Please make your
checks payable to Saint Mark’s with Flower Guild written on the memo line.

THE COOKIE WALK, DECEMBER 9TH

It’s hard to believe but Advent and Christmas are just around the corner. That means it almost time for our
beloved tradition at Saint Mark’s of the Cookie Walk. The Outreach Ministry’s Cookie Walk will be on December
9th after the 10:30 service. For long-time members, start thinking about what you want to bake and be sure to plan
on being at the church on the 9th. For new members, we encourage everyone to participate in this fun activity. It’s
a great way to try a variety of homemade cookies. You are asked to bake and donate a batch or two of your
favorite Christmas cookies. The cookies should be brought to the kitchen on Saturday the 8th or the morning of
the 9th. They will be plated and displayed on a long table in the parish hall. After the service, everyone grabs a box
(even those that haven’t baked) and walks along the table gathering those cookies that look irresistible to them. At
the end of the line, the cookies are weighed and priced at $10.00 a pound. All of the funds raised from the sale go
to an Outreach project. This year the proceeds will go to our Catch Court Ministry to help with programming and
special needs of the participants in the program.

YEAR-END TAX PLANNING
GIVING TO SAINT MARK’S

The tax law passed last year did not change the popular IRA Charitable Rollover – a charitable distribution from
your IRA directly to St. Mark’s. If you are age 70 ½ or older and must take the required minimum distribution
from your IRA, you can avoid income tax on the distribution if the distribution is made directly from your IRA to
Saint Mark’s.
Note also that you can avoid the capital gains tax on a gift of appreciated stock if you arrange for the stock to be
transferred directly to Saint Mark’s. Otherwise, if you sell the stock first and gift your proceeds, you will incur the
capital gains tax on the appreciation.
If you have questions or need transfer instructions, please contact the office
(OfficeManager@SaintMarksColumbus.org). You may also want to consult your accountant or other advisors on
how these tax planning strategies may impact your specific financial situation.

TRANSFORMING GENEROSITY - THANK YOU! (& REMINDER)

On behalf of the Stewardship Committee, Vestry and Clergy, we want to thank everyone who has participated in
the 2019 Stewardship Campaign, “Transforming Generosity”. We found it especially inspiring, uplifting and
affirming to see so many people walk to the front of the church with their pledges on In-gathering Sunday.
As of November 4 we’ve received 81 pledges (vs. a total of 129 pledges received in last year). Of the 81 pledges
received, 32 are increases from last year and there are 3 new pledges. We will be sending a reminder to current
members from whom pledge cards have not yet been received.
If you haven’t done so, please return your pledge card as soon as possible to allow our Treasurer, the Wardens
and Vestry adequate time to finalize the parish budget for 2019. Your pledge truly does make a difference!
Thank you.

the

EPISTLE

December 2018
PAGE 7

D ECEMBER H APPENINGS AT S AINT MARK ’ S
D EADLINE

FOR THE J ANUARY 2019
IS D ECEMBER 17, 2018

E PISTLE

Please submit all news, photos and articles to Melanie in
the parish office by 12 noon on Monday, December 17
via
email
if
possible:
officemanager@saintmarkscolumbus.org. Volunteers will fold the
January EPISTLE on Thursday, December 20 at 10:00
a.m. in the Canterbury Center. No experience is
necessary, all are welcome! Please join us if you can!

IF YOU WOULD LIKE PLEDGE ENVELOPES….

Your pledge card (with the box checked indicated you
want envelopes) needs to be received by no later than
December 10th. Order will be placed on December
11th in hopes of having the envelopes available the fist
Sunday in January. Our cost per booklet nearly triples if
a small order is placed at a later date. Thank you!

SAINT MARK’S MEMBER CARE

Saint Mark’s Member Care ministry provides meals to
parishioners who are in need of some help due to
illness, recovery, or other situations. If you or
someone you know could use some help with meals,
please contact Michele Johnson. We have a team of
parishioners who are happy to serve in this way.
We also have a New Baby ministry which provides a
welcoming rose and muffins to families with a new
baby in the house. If you know of a family with a new
baby,
please
contact
the
office
(OfficeManager@SaintMarksColumbus.org) with this
information. In addition, if you are interested in helping
with either meals or the new baby ministry, please
contact the office.

SAVE THE DATE: AED TRAINING SESSION

Please save the date for a review of how to use the
Automatic Electronic Defibrillator (AED) in church.
January 6th after the 10:30 a.m. service in the
Fellowship Hall with Roman Skoracki. All ushers, vestry
members, vergers, and servers are encouraged to come
as well as anyone interested in how to use an AED
during a medical emergency.

WELCOME BRUNCH

On Sunday, December 9th, new members or those
interested in joining Saint Mark’s are invited to join the
Vestry and Clergy after the 10:30 a.m. service and
Cookie Walk for a welcome brunch.

PARENTS NIGHT OUT

Need childcare so that you can shop, have a date night
or just relax for a bit? We welcome you to take
advantage of:
Parents Night Out
Saturday, Dec 8th
6pm-8:30pm in the Youth Lounge
For toddlers thru 5th grade
For $10 for the first child and $5 for each additional
sibling (max $20 per family), parents can drop off their
children for grilled cheese and fruit dinner, activity &
movie. Hosted by the Youth Group with Parent
Chaperones. Please RSVP to OfficeManager@SaintMarksColumbus.org though drop ins are ok
too. **Youth group volunteers will stay for a holiday movie
and ugly sweater contest until10:30pm.

F ROM THE P ARISH R EGISTER
We celebrate recent new members:
Carla and Glenn O. who transferred from Christ
Church in Düsseldorf, Germany. Welcome to Carla,
Glenn and their son, Chase who was born on
November 7th.
Robyn Warhol, who has transferred from St. Paul’s
Cathedral in Burlington, Vermont. Welcome Robyn!
We offer condolences to:
The family of Mary Woody, a longtime member of St.
Mark’s, who passed away on November 10, 2018 at the
age of 95.
The family of Sandy and Sally Thomson, on the loss of
their grandson Tom Marmet in Washington, DC. on
October 25, 2018. Sandy, Sally and family were former
members who were very active at St. Mark’s, including
chairing the search committee for Rev. Ed Chalfant.
FROM THE PARISH REGISTER is a new printed project to enhance
communication among parishioners. It comes from a long standing
tradition in the Church of England where certain public records were
officially recorded in the great ledgers of their parish church. You can
sign up for weekly email updates about Saint Mark’s on our website
www.saintmarkscolumbus.org, click on “Join Our Mailing List.”
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To be on the kitchen crew,
there is only one requirement:
Just ask where everything can be found.
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D E C E M B E R B I R T H D AY S
H APPY B IRTHDAY

TO

Y OU !

Birthdays are not included in Saint Mark’s online version of this publication
to ensure privacy of our parishioners.

2019 PRAYER RETREAT
Be Still and Know that I am God.
– Psalm 46:10
Saint Mark’s will host a prayer retreat March 8-10, the first weekend of Lent. The retreat will be devoted to the
practice of “contemplative prayer.” Thomas Merton has described centering prayer as a method of meditation used
by Christians that places a strong emphasis on interior silence. The goal of the retreat is to create a space for
structured prayer and reflection where we may also gain knowledge about the practice to bring back to our
regular church life.
The retreat will feature insights from four speakers who help us to investigate the broad range of options in a
contemplative prayer practice. Speakers include:
 the Rev. Karl Stevens, an Episcopal priest and artist
 the Rev. Jane Gerdsen, Missioner for Fresh Expressions and Praxis Communities of the Diocese of Southern
Ohio.
 Episcopal Oblate, Suzanne Olmstead, the co-founder of the worldwide organization “Lay Cistercians,” which,
among other things, does spiritual work with hospice patients.
 And finally, we will meet Fabricia Duell, a contemplative artist and certified spiritual director.
In addition to the speakers, we will have ample time to pray, and to discuss the role of prayer in Episcopal life and
in our own personal lives. The experience promises to be an enriching and rewarding one.
The retreat will be held at the beautiful Transfiguration Spirituality Center (Episcopal) in Cincinnati, beginning with
arrival at 11 a.m. on Friday, March 8 and ending after Eucharist and breakfast on Sunday, March 10. Each participant
will be housed in their own single room in the facility’s newly renovated Beth-Anna building. All meals are prepared
with locally grown, fresh ingredients including free trade coffee, snacks and tea throughout the day. The building
features a peaceful ambiance appointed with shared baths, a full kitchen and dining room, a large living room with a
working fireplace. The entire facility, including its gardens and labyrinth, is conducive to spiritual reflection and
awareness of God. Here one can really feel the “peace which passes all understanding.”
Please bring a notebook and pen with you to the retreat.
To register, Dot Yeager, seniorwarden@saintmarkscolumbus.org.
Cost is $200 per person, which covers two night’s lodging, speaker stipends and all meals. Checks may be made
out to Saint Mark’s, Lent Retreat, and payment is requested at time of registration, on or before January 31, 2019.
Space is limited. For more information about the center, see their website at: https://ctretreats.org/index.php
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3
Rector's Day Off
8:00 AM
Jr Explorer Club
4:00 PM Spiritual Direction
Meeting
5:30 PM AA - Men's Group
7:00 PM Vestry Meeting

10
Rector's Day Off
8:00 AM Jr Explorer Club
5:30 PM AA - Men's Group
7:00 PM Sisters in Faith

2
Preacher:
The Rt. Rev. Thomas E.
Breidenthal
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist,
Rite I
9:30 AM Adult Formation
9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist,
Rite II with Canterbury
Choir, Confirmation
11:30 AM Fellowship Hour
12:00 PM Youth Group
4:00 PM Advent Lessons &
Carols
8:00 PM AA Groups

9
Preacher:
Christopher C. Richardson
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist,
Rite I
9:30 AM Adult Formation
9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist,
Rite II with Saint Mark’s
Choir
10:30 AM Sunday School
11:30 AM Fellowship Hour
11:30 AM Outreach
Meeting
11:30 AM Cookie Walk
11:30 AM Newcomer’s
Brunch
12:00 PM Youth Group
8:00 PM AA Groups

Monday

25

Sunday
27

11
8:00 AM Jr Explorer Club
9:30 AM Organ Recording
9:30 AM Al-Anon
10:30 AM Saint Mark's Staff
Meeting and Lunch
12:30 PM Noonday Book
Group

4
8:00 AM Jr Explorer Club
9:30 AM Al-Anon
10:30 AM Saint Mark's Staff
Meeting and Lunch
7:15 PM Spiritual Direction
Meeting

Tuesday

12
8:00 AM Jr Explorer Club
12:00 PM Noonday
Eucharist
12:00 PM Bridge Club
4:30 PM Canterbury Choir
Rehearsal
5:00 PM Stephen Ministry
Meeting
5:45 PM Wednesday
Evenings at St. Mark’s
7:00 PM Stephen Minister
Care Meeting

5

28

8:00 AM Jr Explorer Club
12:00 PM Noonday
Eucharist
4:30 PM Canterbury Choir
Rehearsal
5:45 PM Wednesday
Evenings at St. Mark’s
7:00 PM Stephen Minister
Care Meeting

Wednesday
29

13
8:00 AM Jr Explorer Club
9:00 AM Stephen Ministry
Meeting
10:30 AM CATCH Court
6:15 PM AA
7:30 PM Saint Mark's Choir
Rehearsal
8:00 PM AA

6
8:00 AM Jr Explorer Club
1:00 PM Knitting Group
6:15 PM AA
7:30 PM Saint Mark's Choir
Rehearsal
8:00 PM AA

Thursday

D ECEMBER 2018

Associate Rector’s Day Off
8:00 AM Jr Explorer Club
1:00 PM Chair Volleyball
6:00 PM Book Club
Christmas Party
8:00 PM AA Groups

Associate Rector’s Day Off
8:00 AM Jr Explorer Club
1:00 PM Chair Volleyball
8:00 PM AA Groups

Friday

14

7

30

9:30 AM OA
12:00 PM Altar & Flower
Guild Set-Up

15

8
9:30 AM OA
12:00 PM Altar & Flower
Guild Set-Up
6:00 PM Parents Night Out

1
9:30 AM OA
10:00 AM Choir Rehearsal
12:00 PM Altar & Flower
Guild Set-Up
1:00 PM Memorial Service
for Mary Woody
6:30 PM Supper Group
Christmas Party

Saturday

17
Rector's Day Off
8:00 AM Jr Explorer Club
12:00 PM
EPISTLE Deadline
5:30 PM AA - Men's Group

24
Christmas Eve
Office Closed
8:00 AM Jr Explorer Club
(half day)
4:00 PM Christmas Pageant
Dress Rehearsal
5:00 PM Holy Eucharist with
Christmas Pageant for Eve of
the Nativity with the
Canterbury Choir
5:30 PM AA - Men's Group
7:30 PM Saint Mark's Book
Group
10:30 PM Carols for Choir
and Congregation
11:00 PM Solemn Holy
Eucharist with the Saint
Mark’s Choir

31
Rector’s Day Off
5:30 PM AA - Men's Group
6:00 PM Jr Explorer Club
New Year’s Eve Sitter
Service

16
Preacher:
Paul St. Germain
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist,
Rite I
9:30 AM Adult Formation
9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist,
Rite II with Saint Mark’s
Choir
10:30 AM Sunday School
11:30 AM Fellowship Hour
12:00 PM Youth Group
8:00 PM AA Groups

23
Preacher:
Christopher C. Richardson
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist,
Rite I
9:30 AM Adult Formation
9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist,
Rite II with Saint Mark’s
Choir
10:30 AM Sunday School
11:30 AM Fellowship Hour
11:30 AM Christmas
Pageant Rehearsal
12:00 PM Youth Group
8:00 PM AA Groups

30
Preacher:
Paul St. Germain
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist,
Rite I
9:30 AM Adult Formation
9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist,
Rite II with Saint Mark’s
Choir
10:30 AM Sunday School
11:30 AM Fellowship Hour
12:00 PM Youth Group
1:00 PM Street Church
8:00 PM AA Groups

Christmas Day
Office Closed
9:30 AM Al-Anon
10:30 AM Christmas Day
Holy Eucharist

1

25

18
8:00 AM Jr Explorer Club
9:30 AM Al-Anon
10:30 AM Saint Mark's Staff
Meeting and Lunch

3

27
8:00 AM Jr Explorer Club
6:15 PM AA
7:30 PM Saint Mark's Choir
Rehearsal
8:00 PM AA

20
8:00 AM Jr Explorer Club
10:00 AM EPISTLE Folding
& Fellowship
11:00 AM Holy Eucharist at
First Community Village
1:00 PM Knitting Group
6:15 PM AA
7:30 PM Saint Mark's Choir
Rehearsal
8:00 PM AA

Associate Rector’s Day Off
8:00 AM
Jr Explorer Club
1:00 PM
Chair Volleyball
8:00 PM AA Groups

Associate Rector’s Day Off
8:00 AM Jr Explorer Club
1:00 PM Chair Volleyball
8:00 PM AA Groups

4

28

21

Please visit
http://SaintMarksColumbus.org/calendar/
for the most up-to-date calendar,
as changes occur often!

2

26
8:00 AM Jr Explorer Club
12:00 PM Noonday
Eucharist
4:30 PM Canterbury Choir
Rehearsal
5:45 PM Wednesday
Evenings at St. Mark’s
7:00 PM Stephen Minister
Care Meeting
7:30 PM Mark’s Men

19
8:00 AM Jr Explorer Club
12:00 PM Noonday
Eucharist
4:30 PM Canterbury Choir
Rehearsal
5:45 PM Wednesday
Evenings at St. Mark’s
7:00 PM Stephen Minister
Care Meeting

9:30 AM OA
12:00 PM Altar & Flower
Guild Set-Up

9:30 AM OA
12:00 PM Altar & Flower
Guild Set-Up

5

29

22

SAINT MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
2151 Dorset Road
Columbus, OH 43221
Phone: (614) 486-9452
Fax:
(614) 486-4023
E-mail: info@saintmarkscolumbus.org
Web: www.saintmarkscolumbus.org
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RETURN ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
11/30/2018—12/14/2018

Part of the Diocese of Southern Ohio, Saint Mark’s held its first worship service in 1951 in a converted
Methodist church in Grandview. Ground was broken in 1953 for the Parish Hall (now the Education Building)
where services were held until the current Nave and Sanctuary was completed in 1958. Office space in an
adjacent building was purchased in 1989. Major renovations of the entire facility occurred in 2004 and 2008
creating a campus today that empowers Christ’s ministry within and beyond our parish.

SAINT MARK’S VESTRY MEMBERS’
PHONE NUMBERS
Dot Yeager, Senior Warden – 614-921-1485
Scott Milburn, Junior Warden – 614-670-8587
Joanne Drew, Hospitality – 614-301-5346
Julie Moll, Hospitality – 614-940-8707
Bryce Sullivan, Communications – 614-581-0376
Bruce Johnson, Communications – 614-486-4624
Pam Thurston, Outreach – 614-266-9232
Leslie Winters, Outreach – 614-459-4123
Ellen Berndt, Stewardship – 614-459-9418
Jay Wilcox, Stewardship – 571-228-1201
Irina Reed, Formation – 740-938-4312
Laura Skoracki, Formation – 614-583-8801
David Boop, Onboarding – 614-867-3211
Phil Glandon, Treasurer – 614-486-5806
Barbara Hyre, Clerk – 614-488-1567

SAINT MARK’S STAFF
The Rev. Dr. Paul St. Germain, Rector
rector@saintmarkscolumbus.org
The Rev. Christopher C. Richardson, Associate Rector
associaterector@saintmarkscolumbus.org
The Rev. Dr. Mary Lynn Dell, Priest Associate
priestassociate@saintmarkscolumbus.org
The Rev. Seth Wymer, Priest Associate
The Rev. Michael Ellis, Affiliate Priest
(614) 529-9597
Dr. Matthew Bester, Director of Music
directorofmusic@saintmarkscolumbus.org
Tyler W. Robertson, Organist & Assistant Director of Music
organist@saintmarkscolumbus.org
Gary L. Garber, Organist-Choirmaster Emeritus
emeritusmusic@saintmarkscolumbus.org
Dr. Michael Murray, Organist Emeritus
emeritusorganist@saintmarkscolumbus.org
Bill Silliman, Head Verger
headverger@saintmarkscolumbus.org
Bill Ryan, Campus Manager
campusmanager@saintmarkscolumbus.org
Melanie Jacobs ,Office Manager
officemanager@saintmarkscolumbus.org

